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have" thought, themselves obliged to deny the power
of Spirits altogether, and to explain away the Scrip-
ture accounts of demoniacal possessions, and the
narrative of our Lord's Temptation.i Without, how-
ever, having recourse to any of these dangerous modes
of answering the objection, it may be sufficient to
reply, that since, agreeably to the antecedent senti-
ment of reason, God has adopted Miracles as the seal
of a divine message, we believe He will never suffer
them to be so counterfeited as to deceive the humble
inquirer. Thus the information given by Scripture in
nowise undoes the original conclusions of Reason; fot
it anticipates the objection which itself furnishes, and
by revealing the express intention of God in miracu-

in our own case, of attempting to decide, on the abstract rri'o-
rality of actions; for, many have rejected the miraculous nar-
rative .of the Pentateuch, from an unfounded and an unwarrant-
able .opinion, that the means employed in settling the Jews in
Canaan were in themselves immoral These remarks are in
nowise inconsistent with using (as was done in a former section)
our actual knowledge of God's attributes, obtained from a
survey of nature and human affairs, in determining the proba-
bility of certain professed Miracles having proceeded from
Him. It is one thing to infer from the experience of life,
another to imagine'the character of God from the gratuitous
conceptions of our own minds. From experience we gain but
general and imperfect ideas of wisdom, goodness, etc., enough
(that is) to bear witness to a Revelation wheivgiven, not enough
to supersede it. On the contrary, our speculations concerning
the Divine - Attributes and designs, professing, as they do, to
decide on the truth of revealed .doctrines, in fact go to super-
sede the necessity of a Revelation altogether.
1 Especially Farmer.